The comtcall Hi9Urie of 

Baft. Hccre is the money. 

I or. Soft,chc lew (hal haue all iufticc,foft no haft 
lie (hail haue nothing but the penalty. 
gra. O lew, an vprighc ludge.a learned Tudo- e . 
Por. Therefore prepare thee o cut of the fielh, 
Shed thou rio blood, nor cut thou Idle nor more * 
but iuft a pound of flefh : if thou tak’ft more 
or Idle then a iuft pound, be it but fo much 
as makes it light or hcauy in the fubftance, 
or the dcuifion of the twentith part 
of one poorc fcruple, nay iffhefcale doe turnc 
but in the eftimation ofa ha)'i c, / 
thou dyeft, and all thy goods are confifeate. 

Gra. A fecotid Danicll, a Danicll lew, 
now infidell / haue you on the hip. 
for. Why doth the lew paufe, take thy forfaiture, 
Shy. Gme me my principal!, and let me goe. 

1 haue it ready for thee, here it is. 

Tor. Hec hath refufd it in the open Court, 
hec (hall haue mcerely iuflicc and his bond. 

Gra. A Danicll ftill (ay /, a fecond Daniel], 

J thanke thee /cw for teaching me that word. 

Shy. Shall I not haue barely my principall ? 

For. Thoti (halt haue nothing but the fbrfaiture 
to be (o taken at thy perrill lew. 

Shy. Why then the deuill giue him good ofk j 
He flay no longer queftion. 

Tor. Tarry lew, 

thelaw hath yet another hold on you. ^ 

It is enaded in the lawes of Venice, 

if it be proued again fl an alien, 

that by dired, or indired attempts 

hefeeke the life of any Cittizen, 

the party gain ft the which he doth contriue, 

(hall feaze onchalfe his goods, the other halfe 
*.'otnes to the priuic coffer of the State, 
and the offenders life lies in the mercy 


the Merchant of Venice* 

ofthe Duke onely, gainft all other- voyce. 

In which predicament I % thou ftandft . 
Licapp^sbymanifeftproceeding, 
that inairedly, and dircdly to 

thou haft contriued againft flu : ver) life 
ofthe defendant : and thou haft tncurd 

the danger formorlv by me rehear(t._ 

Xowne therefore, and beg mercie of the Duke. 

tfvt. Be- that thou maift haue leaue to hang thy felfe, 
an d yet thy wealth becing forfait to the Itate, 
thou haft not left the value ofa cord, 
therefore thou muft be hangd at theftates charge. . 

Duke. That thou (halt fee the difference of our fp‘nt 
I pardon thee thy life before thou aske it s 
for halfe thy wealth, it is ^nthomoj, 
the other halfe comes to the generall ftate, 
which humblenes may driue vnto a fine. 

For. I for the ftate, not for Anthonto. 

Shy. Nay, take my life and all, pardon not that, 
you take my houfc, when you doe take the pxop 
that doth fuftaine my houfe : you take my life 

when you doe take the meanes whereby /hue. 

For. What mercy can you render him tithonto . 

Gra. A halter gratis, nothing elfe for Godfake. 

Anth . So plcafe my Lord the Duke, & all the Court 
to quit the fine for one halfe of his goods, 

I am content : fo he will let me haue 
the other halfe in vfe, to render it 
vpon his death vnto the Gentleman 
that lately flole his daughter. 

Two things prouided more, that for this fauour 
he prefently become a C hriftian : 
the other, that he doe record a gift 
hccre in the Court of all he dies poffefl: 
vnto his fonne Lorenzo and his daughter. 

'Duke. He (hall doe this, or elfe I doe recant 



